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Spellbound

Samabh Shihadi at Tel Aviv Museum of Art

Solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art
of works by Samah Shihadi, recipient of
the 2018 Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative-
Realist Art.

Samah Shihadi creates images that
fluctuate between the social and cultural
and the internal and mystical. Many of her
works stem from her familial biography,
as representing the traumatic history of
the Palestinian people and the myriad
of its perishing traditions. She offers a
feminist utterance rooted in place and
identity in relation to the female figure in
both Arab culture and the world at large.
Shihadi's delicate charcoal drawings
are meticulously created; a thin veil of
mystery surrounds them as if enchanting
the viewer. Seemingly calm, they emit
resistance to logic, order, the role of
religion in art and the role of women in
society.

Samah Shihadi was born in 1987 in the
Galilee village of Sha'ab, and now lives
and works in Haifa. She has an M.F.A.
from the University of Haifa, and a B.ED.
in art from Oranim Academic College of
Education. Her works have been exhibited
in local and international museums
and galleries. She has been awarded
numerous prizes and her works can be
found in private and public collections in
Israel and abroad.

Curator: Emanuela Calo
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