Ruth Friedman Zilberman

The Painting Has a Nature of Its Own

Friedman Silbermann explores nature; she draws on it, observing
it, or rather recollecting it, to concoct the jam of colors and images
on canvas, the very canvas that can, and will, take it all.

Friedman Silbermann presents a body of works that see her
referencing flora, sky, mountain, desert, fruit, and flower. It is they
that sustain her creative world, as well as the painting space, and
just as she takes, so she gives. She borrows, if you will, a sight,

memory, a musing from nature, only to create a new, different
kind of nature across the expanses of her canvas. In so doing, she
strikes a mix between the nature out there and her own nature,
which has distillation to it, silence, a drifting kind of musing, with
hints and touches. The being within the void, the void within the
being.

Little that is much, as all things absent become present. The
decision to refrain, to add no further line or mark, to leave
some transparent, soft white spaces, all these come to form the
affirmation that is born out of the negation.

Some may say it is a childlike painting, where the creative mind
puts its own twist on the input of visions, revealing another aspect
of them. Others may call it spontaneous innocence, the creative
fervor that applies a line, blot, air, transparency. A Land-of-Israel
kind of light. Other still may call it a self-aware sophisticated
innocence, which strives to create in moderation, with light
touches, as if to say, ‘that's how I see it', ‘that's how | wish to show
it'. This is carried out with the line, blot, color, image, with light
and ‘void, which is in fact the ‘full’, within the circumstances of
the canvas.

Reality for Friedman Silbermann is a huge repository of images,
a nature from which you can retrieve one thing that on canvas,
for a fleeting moment (or forever) comes to embody the whole.
The present body of works shows that the austere choices, the
application of the brush, the color and line are no accident, but
a mood, or a lingering state of mind, a kind of statement and
way of thinking, perhaps a way of life as well; something that
communicates reserve, austerity, calm, and innocence.

This perspective shows the viewer, whether they like it or not,
that each and every thing has many sides to it. Every reality
becomes a phenomenon, complete with its interpretive potential.
Accordingly, here too, nature in the eyes of the beholder-painter
becomes a painting that allows the viewer too to behold and see
another thing.

Philosopher Maurice Merleau-Ponty defined the painter as a kind
of phenomenologist, who can see that which lies in the tangle of
the visible. Here too, Friedman Silbermann clears the tangle of the
visible and in her own way, exposes yet another aspect that was
lying hidden, then materialized in form and color.

dr. Nurit Cederbuim
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