Michal Avrech Bareket

Expanses of color, mankind and world

The outer landscape is the one Avrech actually observes - the one
she visited intentionally, or the one etched in her memory. But
the landscape which finally makes its way into her paintings is a
physical-visual platform telling the story of her soul - the inner
landscape.

Expanses of fields, forests, rocks, flowers, earth and sky - this
is the reality we all know. For Avrech Bareket, this reality is but
an excuse for telling the story of the soul, along with its deepest
reflections and moments of joy. This is a personal story, comprised
of happiness, motion, momentum, expression, storm and serenity -
contradictions that evoke interest and call for another inspection.
The brushstrokes are swift and confident, the colors are rich and
the perspective is present - though not in the sense of imitating
reality or portraying it in the classical way. Through the landscape
paintings, Avrech Bareket reconciles the outer world - the one we
live in, which cannot be ignored - with her inner world, which she
wouldn't disregard either. This way she charges her paintings with
additional layers, linking the conscious with the subconscious.
Their encounter on the canvas interconnects these two worlds
and thus allows for the creation of a new expanse.

Avrech Bareket's workis characterized by the combination of styles
- expressionism and impressionism - which constitute her means
of expression. This combination could also be metaphorically
regarded as reflecting the story of the paintings themselves, which
are not only landscape descriptions but stories of the inner and
outer layers of the soul - echoing each other and corresponding
with each other. The artist is impressed (impressionist) and at the
same time she also expresses (expressionist), thus producing a

fascinating rendezvous on the canvas. The wisdom stemming
from deep inspection (of the inside and the outside) is joined
by the innate emotion of the creative process to produce a very
special artistic cocktail.

The landscape emerging out of energetic brushstrokes, thick
layers of color and bold mixes is a kind of dream come true. It's an
inner, imaginative thought about the landscapes of the world and
the landscapes of mankind - and although this thought becomes
earthly and physical in the process of painting, it still retains spirit:
the spirit of imagination, the spirit of the artist. For Avrech, outer
reality and inner reality are both sources of inspiration which
enable her to express herself as a thinking-feeling-creating
person.

“Nature is but a dictionary," says Charles Baudelaire, and explains
that just the way we pull out of the dictionary all the ingredients we
need in order to construct a phrase, artists obey their imagination
and search their own dictionaries for the ingredients that would
realize their vision. And then, when they artistically "edit” what
they find, these notions take on a completely new shape. Avrech
Bareket does not wish to copy the exterior nature. She chooses
entries from the "Nature Dictionary” and uses them as ingredients
for producing her own new creation. Unlike paintings that
duplicate nature, thus wiping out the artist's personality, Avrech
Bareket is inspired by nature to expose her personality.

Avrech Bareket's landscape paintings are nature paintings
consisting of both the natural world and the nature of mankind
- her own nature.

dr. Nurith Cederbuim
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