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Amnon david Ar

in Tel Aviv Museum

On March the 12th there is an opening of a group exhibition of the
winners of the Shiff prize celebrating it's ten years jubilee at the
main space of the Tel Aviv Museum of Arts.

The exhibition is curated by Dr. Doron Lurie, and Galit Landau
Epstein, and in it each participant shall exhibit a selection of works
representing their work which led to their winning of the prize,
and their progression that following it.

The first winner of the Shiff prize was painter Amnon David Ar,
as a result of which he held a solo exhibition at the Museum in
2009.

During the decade that passed Ar has further established himself
as one of the leading and most appreciated artists in Israel, had
widely exhibited both in Israel and abroad, and had his works
being part in most prominent local collections.

For the last five years he has been living and working in Berlin,
Germany, and has been exhibited mostly in Europe.

This coming exhibition is a special opportunity for local art lovers
to see his progress over the years since his last show at the
Museum, and enjoy works that have not yet been exhibited in
Israel.

His works from the beginning of his career as a painter who works
solely from observation, are characterised by their fierce realism
and an almost fanatic interest in the surrounding world.

They manifest very flexible technical skills as well as a richness
of expression and a wide variety of subject matter and interests.
The feeling that his works evoke is of a constant search of artistic
and emotional expression.

According to him, realistic art, ever since the invention of
photography, ought to possess an alternative to what new
mediums may give, in feeling ,ambiance ,perceptual analysis and
psychological content.

He seems to be continuously looking for the beauty and
individuality in our trash filled, noisy, capitalist environment,
focusing by intention on the trivial and ordain-forming thus a
mirror like image of Pop art.

He is particularly intrigued and passionate by the material and
texture of objects which he obsessively collects.

One of his main interests is exploring the effect of light on color
and atmosphere. In that aspect his move from Israel to Europe is
like an earth-quake, passing from the Mediterranean Israeli sun to
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the more subtle and moderate northern light of Berlin.

Two new major works are to be exhibited as center pieces at the
exhibition, first two of a planned series of five, each representing
a personal take on the different landmarks of life from birth to
death.

The painting “Life itself" depicts mid-life, around 40 years of age.
The painting illustrates a momentary relative rest in the daily
struggle with a merciless routine lacking of beauty and filled with
endless obligations and distractions in which we appear to be
never at ease.

We see a woman returning home from her stressful day only
for the sake of plunging back into the chaos of her personal life.
The objects surrounding her are of mass production, lacking
individuality and in poisonous colors. They seem as a metaphor for
a world in which nothing is made to last, and all is being thrown
after one use. Even the letter on the table behind her, seems to
hint at a bill not payed rather than at a love letter or something of
that sort as it would do in the Genre paintings of The 17th century
Netherlands and Vermeer's paintings in particular.

It seems that the production and the execution of this painting,
due to the size of it and the complexity of it's composition, has
required a great deal of thought and improvisation.

The painting titled “Death” depicts the prosaic and day-to-
day quality of death in our time and age. After this death there
is no continuity. All that is left is a naked body in a cold room.
The plastic skeleton, gazing directly with vacant eyes at us, is a
macabre reminder to what we all most eventually face. Man does
not leave anything after him, and the living are left with loneliness,
void and fear. According to the painter, during the process of this
painting, a whole hospital room was orchestrated in the painters
studio using carefully picked items, however the biggest challenge
was in finding an elderly model who would be willing to commit
himself for such ghastly subject-matter.

The composition is interesting and challenging, having the dead
figure in strong foreshortening into space, while the skeleton is
vertically positioned closer to the viewer. It is a subtle quote of
Rembrandt's Anatomy lesson, and the famous Mantegna Christ.
The exhibition will be at the Tel Aviv museum for the duration
of seven months, after which some of the works will be shipped
away for Ar's solo exhibition at the muséal space of the city of
Worms in southern Germany.

Curators: dr.doron Laurie and Galia landau epstein
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